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Smart Songs for Active Children: 


Music and Movement to Boost Curriculum, Inspire Creativity 
and Define Community Values

presented by Vincent Nunes
 “Smart Songs” introduces the interactive, award-winning, original music of Vincent, which provides new, age-appropriate resources for early childhood professionals to enrich curriculum topics, advance shared community values and encourage creativity. This music and movement program equips early childhood educators with an effective platform to introduce academic and non-cognitive skills.
I. Program Theme: Music is a powerful force, a tool early childhood educators can utilize to introduce content (Bibliography below)

Armstrong, T., Multiple Intelligences in the Classroom. Alexandria, VA: ASCD, 1994; Bellanca, J., Chapman, C., and Schwartz, E., Multiple assessments for Multiple Intelligences. Pallatine, IL: Skylight Publishing, 1994; Campbell, L., Campbell D. and Dickinson, D, Teaching and learning through the Multiple Intelligences (2nd ed). Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1999; Duval, J. and Mark, T., “The Pawlett Project: applications of Howard Gardner's multiple intelligences theory in a rural Vermont elementary school”, Paper presented at the annual meeting of ASCD, Chicago, IL, 1994; Marks Tarlow, T., Creativity Inside Out. Menlo Park, CA: Addison Wesley, 1996; Smagorinsky, P., “Multiple Intelligences, multiple means of composing: an alternative way of thinking about learning”, NASSP Bulletin, 80 (583), 1995).
II. Program Content Focus: The "3 Cs"

a. curriculum content


b  creativity and creative expression


c. shared community values, (eg., respect, environmental responsibility, grit)
III. Program Methodology: the Structure of Songs


a. zipper songs - interchangable song elements to expand focus or content


b. echo songs - community building through participation

c. mantra songs - reinforcement of content through multiple repetitions

d. sequence songs - order of song elements reinforces logical thinking


e. building block songs - addition of song elements create memory challenges

IV. Musical Genres - Song Types (examples)

a. folk


b. gospel


c. blues


d. rock


e. rap/hip hop


f. latin


g. African


h. classical


i. jazz

V. Practical Uses


a. movement and development of fundamental movement skills

b. simplified ASL-based sign language and language development

VI. Smart Songs (examples):


a. Shake, Shake (Vincent and the Big Bad Kitchen Band), a zipper song which introduces body parts, spacial locations and relationships, following directions, and movement, provides the opportunity for dance play and creative song writing.

b. Eyes, Ears... (Vincent and the Big Bad Kitchen Band), a mantra song about the five senses and how they work, guides children in the use and importance of observation; also invites creative expresssion.

c. One Number Higher (Vincent and the Big Bad Kitchen Band), a mantra songs about counting, which acquaints children with the concept of “one number higher” (infinity).

d. My Grandma Turned 91 (Just One Step), an echo song (call and response), using higher numbers; numbers don't always begin with one; also invites creative expression.

e. Jamaican ABCs (Vincent and the Big Bad Kitchen Band), a mantra song about the alphabet, sung to a slow reggae beat, enabling children to discern each letter, including L-M-N-O-P!

f. The Apes, the Monkeys and the Chimpanzees, a zipper/accumulation song which emphasizes pattern recognition and syllablization.


g. As I Was Walking, a zipper/accumulation song about rhyme, highlighting pattern memory;


h. Firestation (Just One Step), a zipper/accumulation and sequencing song about a day in the life of fire fighters, the perfect tune to enhance fire safety lessons.

i. Lighthouse (Brand New Day), a song which compares people to lighthouses, exposing children to the concepts of helping others in a community.

j. Rainbow (Vincent and the Big Bad Kitchen Band), a “mantra” song about the color spectrum, a launch point for classroom exploration of the use of prisms and other forms of color separation fun.

k. Mama Told Me (Working Together) is a combination mantra/call and response song about the days of the week.

l. River Keep Rollin' (Working Together) is subtitled “Peaceful Village”. This song describes how we live in harmony with each other and the environment (“fish swim ... birds fly”), set to a neo-African beat.


m. No One's Gonna Keep me Down (Smart Songs for Active Children 2014) is a gospel-style song about perseverence.

l. Uncle Jonathan (Just One Step) is a combination zipper/accumulation song which celebrates recycling and reuse.


n. If I Could Write One Song (Smart Songs for Active Children 2014) is an optimistic zipper/accumulation song about telling your own stories and writing your own songs.

o. Peace like a River (Read to Me), a rocking gospel tune, which acknowledges the peace, love and joy within us all, accompanied by American Sign Language handsigns.

Vincent's CDs are:

Vincent and the Big Bad Kitchen Band

Read to Me

Brand New Day

Just One Step

Working Together

Holidays and Celebrations
Smart Songs for Active Children
for printed lyrics, sheet music, handsigns,

activities and bibliography: 
Vincent’s Music & Activity Book
