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Content Summary:

 
This presentation pairs interactive music with age-appropriate activities and simplified signs to introduce shared community values. The songs are original, engaging and fun, but they are also purposeful, allowing young learners to see the connection between music and participation in social groups both in and outside of the class and play room. Vincent uses songs to demonstrate how shared community values enrich children’s lives and provide a platform for the development of non-cognitive skills. Among the many topics to be presented are awareness of and respect for the self ("Eyes, Ears..."), racial diversity ("Colors of the World "), formation of working/playing units for a single purpose ("Fire Station"), sharing and respecting the environment ("River Keep Rollin"), reducing waste and recycling ("Uncle Jonathan"), and awareness of other cultures ("Jamaican ABCs"). Movements and simplified ASL-based signs accompany every song, along with active discussion of shared community values.

Speaker Biography and Qualifications: Vincent Nunes’ award-winning, curriculum-based music for children is original and interactive. It has received numerous national awards (Parents’ Choice Award, NAPPA, Children’s Music Web Award, Parent’s Guide to Children’s Media Award, and Family Choice Award). He has presented keynotes and workshops at teacher conferences from Massachusetts to California, and from Texas to Michigan, including the annual conference for the National Association for the Education of Young Children, for more than 30 years as an early childhood music specialist. Holding a BA and a JD, this presenter has many decades of experience as both a musician and as an early childhood educator. In his presentations he emphasizes age-appropriate activities and simplified ASL-based signs.

Targeted Workshop Audience: All Early Childhood Educational Professionals
Targeted Children’s Age Levels: Early childhood, including Pre-School, Kindergarten and First through Third Grade.
Learning Outcomes: Attendees will develop confidence and skill in identifying and using music that introduces shared community values. Participants will leave the session with a list of interactive songs, as well as a collection of developmentally appropriate activities (including simplified ASL-based signs),  which enable children to develop new social skills (cooperation, respect for self and others, team-building) as well as non-cognitive skills (perseverance, grit, patience) and shared community values (racial diversity, gender equity, environmental responsibility). 

How Participants can use this Presentation: Participants will be able to share both the music they hear and the shared community values linked to activities and simplified signs. Attendees can use the songs and those principles in their own class and playrooms, encouraging children to interact among themselves in effective and socially meaningful ways, to develop non-cognitive skills which will serve them throughout their lives and to understand and internalize in shared community values. Using a child's musical intelligence encourages children to learn as long as the music is playing. 
 

Session Type and Format: 75 Min, Half Day, Full Day, Multi Day or Keynote, repeatable, theater-style set-up
