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The Methodology and Functional Utility of Zipper Songs (and Other Musical Structures) in Early Childhood Learning:
Curriculum Enhancement, Shared Community Values, and Higher Level Creative Thinking
Summary of Content: 

The epistemology of music is usually perceived as a simple thing; hearing people instinctively react to rhythmic and melodious sound. Music for early learners, deemed developmentally appropriate, is also perceived as simple: uncomplicated melodies beneath artless lyrics about commonplace subject matter. Early childhood musical content is largely viewed and used as transitional (playing a song while children transition between activities), calming (music used to control over-activity or challenging behavior), or specific to musical training (voice, learning an instrument, composition). In this presentation music for early learners is demonstrated as essential to pedagogy: songs structured specifically for early learners are the exact and perfect didactic mechanism educators need to enhance curriculum, introduce shared community values and encourage creative thinking.
Learning Outcomes: 

Educators, even those without musical training or ability, will learn how to identify, acquire and use various song structures in early childhood music, including the Zipper Song, the Echo Song, the Mantra Song, the Sequence Song and the Building Block Song. They will gain confidence in their abilities to use age appropriate music for enhancing curriculum topics (including early literacy and numeracy, senses, body parts, colors), teaching shared community values (including gender equity, cultural diversity, environmental awareness and volunteerism), and inviting children to be creative (including storytelling and anticipation of outcomes).
Opportunities for Linkage and Application: 

Evaluative skills and confidence acquired during this presentation may be applied immediately in an early learning environment. Additionally activities introduced during this workshop may be reproduced and used by educators instantly. 
